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As we further distilled the stories and history of  
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church we were impressed 

with how often people commented on the different kinds 
of people they knew.  How that translated for us was that 
we are a church that Bridges Differences.  

One person shared with me the story of their bible 
study.  A professor from a nearby seminary asked to join 
their bible study.   The group welcomed in this academic 
who became part of the community.  It didn’t take long 
before people in the group realized that this person’s 
views of scripture and Jesus were quite a bit different 
from most in the group.  What was conveyed to me in 
the story, wasn’t that the group merely tolerated the 
involvement of this person with rather strange views,  
but they were truly part of the community.  

Another story surfaced that I heard many times.   
“We like it here because not everyone holds the same  
opinions or demands that you do!”  During elections, 
bible studies, just the comings and goings of the seasons, 
in all these times Emmanuel doesn’t demand that you 
conform to one way of thinking.  We feel we are better  
as a congregation when we can embrace people of  
different ilk and continue to maintain our unity.

Before I arrived, this congregation had been  
debating the issue of homosexuality.  Though I doubt this 
is settled as a conversation, I have heard several things 
about this time and its results.  I’m sure some have left 
our congregation not believing the leadership fell down 

on the “right side”, however 
that is defined.  Of those who 
have remained what I have 
heard is this: “I learned that 
you could be a person of the 
Bible and have different opin-
ions of what Scripture says.”  
Many will go on to tell me that 
though they might not agree 
with the opinion of others, 
this doesn’t mean the “other” 
is not a Christian and that 
Christians can hold opposing 
views and still be brothers and sisters in Christ.  

We have, for a long time, in the Presbyterian Church, 
described the above as asking for unity not uniformity.  
At Emmanuel we achieve this by demanding of ourselves 
that we bridge differences and don’t burn bridges.  How 
attractive of a characteristic do you believe this is for 
those outside the church?  It doesn’t mean that we don’t 
have standards or beliefs that are unchangeable.  What 
it does mean is we won’t start relationships by drawing 
a line in the sand.  We will extend a helping hand across 
the divide and welcome people into God’s kingdom.

So much here to enjoy!

Faithfully yours,
Craig

The Way Forward – Bridging Differences

Children’s Play Area Inspired by Nature

InSightInSight

The children’s ministry team is asking for your prayers as we make 
plans to update the children’s play area at Emmanuel. The goal is 

to create a space that incorporates natural elements for the nursery and 
elementary kids to play, explore and gather outside of the classrooms.

Across the spectrum, current research confirms the critical importance 
of exposing children to the natural world. In fact, their social, emotional, 
physical and spiritual health depends on it! God hardwired us to need  
nature because we are a part of it.                                                            
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The Joy of Working Together
This year’s Camp Joy focused on working together 

as a community of believers as we explored simple 
machines and color theory. We put our heads and hearts 
together and everyone on the team did his or her part, 
including helping and supporting one another, to create 
a joyful week for the kids and everyone involved. The 
kids created an impressive mural for our playground area 
and had a great time working together on their Rube 
Goldberg machines. Over 80 kids participated and over 
60 volunteers helped with the camp. 

The unexpected often leaves the biggest impression. 
Debbie Barber, Children’s Ministry Director, says her 
favorite part of the week came during the Friday night 
campout. “One of the kids had the idea to use yarn to 
create a giant spider web under the portable canopy 
and it wasn’t long before all of the kids—long-time 
Emmanuel kids along with new friends from the week at 
camp—were working together and having a great time. 
Danny Chulack, one of our volunteers, was challenged to 

make it through the web without touching any of the 
yarn. One of the kids even offered him a million dollars 
if he could do it. (We’ll have to talk a little about betting 
in the future!) Danny failed to make it through because, 
as the kids said, ‘it was impossible.’ That moment of 
teamwork and friendship was the perfect wrap up to a 
week of joy!”

Thank you to all our Camp Joy families and the 
amazing volunteers who all did their part to make it 
such a fun and inspiring week!

Jennie McIntosh 
Tabitha Nelson-Bane 
Merideth Sullivan 
Rachel Del Dosso  
Suzanne Luce 
Jared Del Dosso
Dorothy Johnson 
Craig Williams        
David Anderson 
Brittany Lindsey 
Sophia Staff  
Charlotte Hughes 
Erin Meyer  
Carter Spielmann 
Katelyn Chen       
Annalise Rommeleanger 
Allison Fisher  
Conner Byrne 
Elise Hughes   
Kate Paules   
Ailan Presburger  
Claudine Schooley
Ruthie Coscarelli 
Joan Lee
Pat Huffschmidt  

Rick Ertel  
Valerie Reynolds 
Patti Yomantis  
John Paules  
Andy Angeles
Ingmar Pettersson 
Megan Gappinger 
Narry Cinelli
Coby Spielmann 
Gerry Christie  
Todd Christie
Matthew Fisher  
Dane Johnson   
Sean Harbour   
Jillian Hall   
Becky Anderson 
Gordon Durich
Steve Eitman   
Bob Steenberge   
Audrey Byrne   
Tina Van Gent   
Carol O’Keefe  
Caitlyn Meyer
Jordane Schooley  
Trevor Gappinger  

Charlie Luce   
Marie Luce   
Danny Chulack 
Elizabeth Trace
Megan Hagy   
Sue Byrne   
Don Morgan   
Sam Hicks   
Robert Luce  
Andy Gappinger
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The children’s ministry area is full of energy each 
week! Thank you to all our amazing volunteers in 

the elementary classrooms!
Merideth Sullivan  Jillian Hall 
Rick Ertel   Dawn Zellinger  
Robert Luce   Eric Bane
Suzanne Luce   Jennie McIntosh
Becky Anderson  Piper Scherrei 
Tina Van Gent  Karen Gauthier
Kim Goodrich  Narry Cinelli

And, thank you to our trusted nursery and pre-K 
volunteers!

Leslie Lucas    Sally Miranda
Joyce Ehrhart   John Williams
Carol Okeefe    Carol Williams
Jillian Hall   Torren Nanz
Cory Scattergard  Eleana Nanz
Hallie Chambers  Kate Paules
Sue Byrne    Caitlyn Meyer
Britney Lindsey  Erin Meyer
Becky Anderson

Please consider joining our team of Sunday School 
teachers and helpers in this important ministry of 
demonstrating God’s love and pointing kids toward a life 
of loving and following Jesus. Come enjoy the rewards 
of investing your time and energy into the growing faith 
of the children of Emmanuel! You will be glad you did! 
Contact Debbie Barber or Rachel Del Dosso for more 
information on how you can participate in the upcoming 
year.

Parent-Child Playdates  with Rachel Del Dosso
Emmanuel’s multi-talented Early Childhood Ministry Director, Rachel Del 

Dosso, is offering a weekly group for parents and their children aged 3-4 
to connect and spend quality time together doing art, cooking and yoga. The 
series will run Monday mornings 10-11:15am, September 11-October 16 in 
Rm 2 at the church. The cost is just $30 for the six weeks, including supplies. 

Rachel also works as an Art Therapist and Marriage and Family Therapist 
Intern at Mission Oaks Counseling and Wellness Center. 

Contact Rachel at racheld.epc@gmail.com for more information on the 
Parent-Child Playdates and to enroll. 

Thank You Sunday School 
Teachers and Helpers



Coming in September

9/2          Buddy Break, EPC Campus
  9am arrival for volunteers
                10am-1pm, Kids Here

9/3          Rev. Peter Hawisher
                Preaches at both services

9/10        Blood Drive in Parking Lot

9/15-17   Carpinteria Retreat 
                at Carpinteria State Beach
                Sunday Worship Service
                9:30am, Amphitheater
                
9/17        One Service at Emmanuel 
                9am, sanctuary

       Wishing you all the best,
              Back to School!

Donate to Emmanuel  
Using your Smart Device

Just scan this image

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Men’s Bible Study

Fridays at 6:30am, Youth Room
MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 

Preschoolers & Elementary age,  
2nd & 4th Wednesdays - Returns in Fall

MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays-12pm, Youth Rm

Returns September 6
ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park IHOP

When children are surrounded by and given the ability to explore nature—a gift 
from their Creator—it encourages their curiosity and imagination, and allows 
them to develop a gentleness and respect for living things.

There are foundational lessons in being reminded that the world contains 
an infinite variety of things that are all important. It strengthens our children’s 
connection to God, one another, and their community. Today, natural 
environments and free play are losing ground to performance and achievement. 
What a gift to provide children a space to explore, learn and love in God’s 
kingdom here together at Emmanuel.

Children’s Play Area - continued from page 1

Carpinteria Retreat Weekend
Sign-ups continue each Sunday on the patio for our annual Carpinteria 

Retreat, September 15-17. We still have campsites available for those that 
want to camp, but they are filling up! You can sign-up for the entire weekend or 
just for a day.

This year we have Carp 
T-Shirts available for 

purchase, with our new Carp 
Logo! There are adult and youth 
sizes with a variety of shirt and 
color options. You can place your 
order when registering at the 
Carp table, Sundays on the patio.

Activities will get underway 
on Friday night, when we gather 
for dinner. Appetizers will start 
at 5:30pm, followed at 6pm by 
dinner and dessert at the Raccoon Group campsite. 

Saturday will be filled with fun and fellowship! A continental breakfast at the 
Ramada (covered picnic area), will start at 8am. Our guest speaker, Jon Byron 
will speak at 9am at the Ramada and again after dinner at the Amphitheater 
around 6:45pm at our evening worship. Enjoy lunch with friends and then relax 
on the beach or head to the surfing beach for surf lessons and tamales! During 
the afternoon, David Wing will offer Lleather Crafting at the Ramada, where 
we will also have snacks and board games. Dinner will be at 5:30pm, catered by 
Tacos Don Roge on Linden Ave. in Carpinteria. 

Sunday starts with a continental breakfast at 8:30am, followed by our morning 
worship service at 9:30am at the Amphitheater, with Jon Byron speaking. 

Fall Blood Drive
Sunday, September 10
Emmanuel Parking Lot


